Psychosocial impacts created by chronic illness.
One can ascertain, from this brief overview, that chronic illness can and does abuse an afflicted person's psychologic well-being, body image, sexuality, social identity, and occupational role. However, the alterations imposed on the chronically ill person by the disease can be dealt with in an effective manner. Health care providers need to examine with each patient what alterations are occurring, what changes might occur, and how the patient might effectively contend with and control each of these alterations. Although chronic illness is intrusive, it can be dealt with in an effective manner so that the afflicted person can lead a productive life.